Community
~housing?

FORGET IT.

We want the right to live on a low cost communities.
Come to the

Pan Com gathering 31 August.
* At the Forest Meditation Centre on
Wallace Road, The Channon
9am till 5pm

More information contact Simon Clough on 886217




Pan Com- Agenda - 31st August
9am - brief rundown of last meeting. re-identify
why we are here, round the circle.
11 Morning tea
11.30 Break into groups
a) act10n~ Sepp 15, letterwriting, protest ........
b) networkmg- connection between communities, social
gatherings, info connection, mobilization .......... ,
c) future/social /broader aspects, the next genera-
tion of youth, as we get older, surveys ............
12.30 to 1.30 lunch
1.30 Back to the groups to summarize

3 to 5pm back to main plenary for debrief and
feedback.

{share for lunch -

If you would like further information about Pan
Com there is an overview of the last gatheringand
a background leaflet, please contact :

Alan Hlll tel 897 464 or Please park on Wallace Road and we
Simon Clough tel 886 217. | will ferry you to the Forest Meditation

Centre.
Fores+ Mcdtf-r‘h 0N

Please bring food to

cost for the day is $10 . -
Please note: NO cats or 0 Ck R4.
e annon

dogs or non-prescribed
drugs, no alcohol.
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HE place was the Com-

monground Commune,
set in the rolling Tatlarook
Hills near Seymour in cen-
tral Victoria.

It was some time in 1993
when one of its members —
a woman with shimmering
long brown hair — heard a
call of destiny.

“l want to have a baby,”
her inner-voice urged. “I
want to have a baby.”

Four other adults and
three children were living
with the woman on 55 hec.,
tares in what is still Austra-
lin's smallest but truest ex-
ample of a commune.

The group’s members live
as a family. There is no pri-
vate ownership. Everything
is pooled — money (some
communes require only a
regular proportion of one's

income), labour, talents.
And everything means
everything.

The only way the woman

Three decades after the Age of Aquarius, Australians are again opting for life in a
commune. But though communal living can be rewarding, many people find it much
tougher than expected, as MATTHEW FYNES-CLINTON reports

with the long brown hair
would be having her baby
was if her fellow commu-
nards agreed.

Neither her sentiments,

nor the wishes of the child's.
prospective father — with.

whom she had Tbeen
entwined in a long-term relsa-
tionship — were considered
any more important than
those of the rest of the
group.

QOver some months, the
matter was debated. In the
Commonground context of
things, where private owner-
ship of children is out, the
group would be responsible
for raising the new child. Is
this what they wanted or
needed at this time?

There were
questions.

With the mother pregnant

other

and later nursing a child, she
would not be contributing
nearly as much to commu-
nal activities. Could the
community afford this
down-time? Would it be fair
to burden the others with
the extra work?

Eventually, the commune
determined that yes, the
woman could have that baby
who'd cling to her long
brown hair.

But when we give up our
welil-paid jobs and throw off
our suburban chains, is this
the sort of “freedom” await-
ing our life on the com-
mune? Our better way of
life?

Is our journey reslly one
From Utopian Dreaming to
Communal Reality as con-
veyed by the title of a book
(University of NSW Press)

written last year by Bris-
bane's world authority on
communes Bill Metcalf?

Or is the juxtaposition
wrong? Should that in fact
be From Communal Dream-
ing to Utopian Reazlity?.

- Dr Metcalf, who saysup to
20,000 Australians are resid-
ing in communes, frankly
admits the lifestyle is not ail
fresh peaches and hand-
whipped cream.

Living on a commune is
working brilliantly for some.
But it's not perfect. And it's
not for everyone ...

“Something that can oc-
cur for people who try this
way of life is disillusion-
ment,” explains Dr Metcalf,
50, a Griffith University so-
ciologist and soctial historian
who has lived half his adult
existence in communes.

“We've been raised very
much with the ideas of ‘I
want, I should have, I come
first. But individualism
and communalism are in
conflict.

“Individualism is chal-
lenged by going into any rela-
tionship. In a communal sit-
uation, often people don't re-
alise how much is going to
be expected of them and how
much they're going to have
to give up.”

Dr Metcalf estimates there
are 150 to 300 coonmunes (he
feels “intentional communi-
ties"is 8 more workable de-
scription)} in Australia. “But
we really don't know. These
groups are forming and col-
lapsing all the tirme.”

What is sure, is that the
Age of Aquarius has long ago
dawned. These days, many

The Sunday Mail

communards are ex-profes-
sionals in their 40s and 50s
who have arrived in search
of a more meaningful and
joyous life.

“We used to hear about
drug-crazed hippies hanging
round under trees and
smoking dope,” Dr Metcalf
said.

“But today, you're most
likely to find workaholics in
these communities. They
put tremendous energy into
looking after the physical
environment.”

Australia’s communes are
spread far and wide. While
Tuntable Falls, Nimbin, is
the largest (260 members)
and most infamous, south-
east Queensland is home to
three of the more successful:
Frogs’ Hollow/Manduka,
outside Maleny, Mandala,
near Warwick; and Chenre-
zig Institute for Wisdom
Culture, a Buddhist commu-
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nity and communal
nery, niso near Maleny.

Although communes are
normally esteblished away
from cities, “urban com-
munes” are not unheard of

nun-

— Dr Metcalf himself lived *

in one, from 1980-82, in West
End.

He even reveals that the
seven-bedroom Highgate
Hill home he shares with his
partner Helen had a previ-
ous five-year life as a "com-
mune”. The four other mem-
bers of the couple's group
have since moved on.

Having just returned from
ovarseas — [rom research-
ing his upcoming book look-
ing at 15 international com-
munes, from Brazll to Scot-
land — he suggests that two
types of people are being
pulled to communes in the
Nineties.

There are the “in order
tns”, and the “because ofs".

“The ‘in order to’ people
are people who go into this
with a positive motivation.

“They're looking forward
to something. They aren't
failures, They don't have
troubles necessarily. They
mny be teachers, journalists,
lawyers ... they could have
stayed with their jobs and
done very well.

“But they're going into
this because it's the right
way to live. They're some-
what utopian,

“But the ‘because of' peo-
ple have a negative motiva.

tion for going in. They're

going in because they can't
cope in any other way.

“For example, you get a lot
of single parents living in
communal groups because
it's a lot easier. You can live
quite comfortably on the
supporting parent's benefit
in one of these groups,
whereas you'd starve to
death trying to rent a flat in
Toowong.

“Some people go in be-
cause they've had medical
problems, psychiatric prob-
lems. They can't cope with
city living,

"The thing is that if you
get too many of the ‘hecause
ol’ people, the commune col-
lapses. The 'in order’ people
are the people who carry
these groups. They're the
people who have predomi-
nated in the communes that
have lasted long-term.”

Entree into most com-
munes in Australia will cost
— {rom $5000 to $50,000 a
share.

Members have not neces-
sarily the same religious be-
liefs (although there are
Christian as well as Bud-
dhist groups) but are usually
knitted by a spiritual
hunger.

Living in open spaces, till-
ing the soil, loving the envi-

ronment — many a com-
mune has settled on cattle-
degraded desert then

hrought it back to green life
—- puts these people in touch
wilh what some name God,
others call Mother Earth.
Some communards work

Author Dr Bill Metcalf:
spent half his adult life in’
communes

away from the commune bt
contribute some or all of
their weekly income. Others
set up cottage industries.
While crops and vegie

.plots are an integral to most

communities, a fully-subsis-
tence lifestyle was never the
intention of most, They con-
tinue to be a part of the local
economy, shopping at Wool-
ies and Franklins.

Communes have rules, hut
the voices of the community
decide the rules. In all cases,
the groups have a commit-
ment to equality and anar-
chy (that is, self-responsibil-
ity and self-management)
and non-violence,

Australia’s communards
point to almost non-existent
rates of rape, murder, child
abuse and far less suicide
and divorce than the rest of
soclety. They pride them-
selves on their ability to
police themseives,

And while some might he
sceptical, even the children
revel in this alternativeness
— accoerding to Dr Metcalf.
He says they are jovial and,
later in life, invariably well-
adjusted and successful.

“It might be a little isolat-
ing for them — in that you
don't have a cinema around
or video shops.

“But I've done some work’
with a few people in their
early 20s who have grown up
in these communities.

‘‘And you find almost most
everyone has very positive
memories of their lives.

“They are free to leave
when they're adults and are
in fact encouraged to experi-
ence the other side of life,

“But you get many of them

.saying that they hope to

come back. You rarely get
any of these young people’
saying: ‘I'd have nothing to
do with that lot again.’

“So overall, socially, envi-
ronmentatly, with their flora
and fauna reserves and
permaculture systems . ..

“The way they are not de-
pendent on the state, the way
they are supporting
themelves and educating
their children (at primary
level) and supporting their
old people who are staying
until they die ...

“I guess any way I can im-
agine, these communities
must be regarded as being
successful.”

But he warns that right
now, of the groups sitting
around in houses, fired by
the prospect of establishing
a commune, only a quarter
of them will actually do
anything.

And of those, about two-
thirds will collapse in the
first couple of years.

He says that after a levell-
ing-off perled in the late
Seventies, communal life in
Australia is enjoying a slight
popularity surge. But with-
out the hard work, many
first-timers are finding hap-
piness and harmony just as
unreachable as before.

“People going into this
way of life correctly think
that one of the things they're
trying to dois lead a conflict-
free life.

“But they naively think
somehow this will automati-
cally happen. And of course,.
you take all of your shit with
you. You don't escape it.

“So there is conflict in
communes. And the one
thing critical to the survival
of these groups is conflict
resolution skills. The groups
that don’t develop them will
invariably collapse.

“I do think "Australia
would be a much better
country if we all lived com-
munally. But I'm not saying
everybody should do it. And
I want to be clear about that.

“I don't think most people
are capable of it."”

Opaen-air cooking ... members of the Mandala com-
mune near Warwick.
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For anyone . who has: ever drcamed of

_radicdlly’ changing thcnr llfcstylc and |

joining’a commune, thls book is both
' mspu‘atlon and mstrucnon ma.nua.l

The ﬁrst exammatlon ofcommuna] hvmg .
i m Australla, it tears down stereotypes- of

a.gmg hippies dressed in tie- dyes and
’ clulchmg cryst:ﬁq .

Ten widely diverse pcoplc share their |

experiences of building and living in -
different communal lifestyles: Some are

‘_ba:;cd on rcllgnous or polmcal ideals, many

.are committed to. sustainable
permaculture, some ‘involve members
- working outside while others strive for
self—sufﬁcnency Members include.
_ engmeers, theologists, teachers,
soc1ologlsts journalists,.and pcoplc from
all parts ofsocnety

‘Dr Metca]fputs thcse lndlwdual stories
into pérspective with a. hlstorlcal overview
of communalism in this country, which
stretches back mto last century, The
‘communcs r.mgc from a German
community sct up in Victoriain 1839, o
the New Italy cxperiment in Northern
NSW, set up by Ttalian socxalists in 1882 .
and William Lane's famous 'New

Australia’ scttlcmcnl in Paraguay.

Ln]o_yn.blc honest and frequcnlly

: |nsp1r1ng, this is a umquc book which asks

some pcnctra.tmg qucstlons aboul the way

' we llvc R
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Bascd on the Schumacher Sociely Senu-
nars on Community Economic Trans-
formation, this book presents the under-
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building sustainable communities. "The
three major sections of the book deul
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fonns of community ownership of natu-
ral resources, worker-managed enter-
prises and other techniques of commu-
mity self-management; and conununity
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a lexicon of social capitalism, a bibli-
ography of key works on self-reliam
economic change, and a new Aftenword
updating these concepts,
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earth, it will be the creation of true

communlties lfving int harmony with the
natural world. This wonderfil book not
only shows what should be done to
achieve thal, and why, but actually, Im-
portantly, shows how we can go abour
it In the real world, at the present mo-
e, in the p!a;es we five,”
-- Kirkpatrick Sale,
author of Human Seale
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